THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

them., and the most splendid human effort
was worn down by an accumulation of mis-
fortunes.

They left the Middle Barrier Depot on
March ist. Next morning came the strong
southerly wind for which they had been wait-

A BLIZZARD CAMP

ing so long, and they rigged their sail hoping
for a great march. But even with this addi-
tional help they could not manage to cover
10 miles. The surface which had lately been
very good was now coated with a layer
of woolly crystals which prevented the sledge
from gliding freely. Even with a strong wind
and full saU they could go no faster. c God